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TREND 8: Be unique

Take advantage of new shapes, colors, and materials.

As an exhibitor, you want a unique, compelling way to get your message 
across. With all of the great ideas at Exhibitor 2014, we weren’t surprised  
to see a trend toward bold shapes, bright colors, and interesting materials. 

The 2014 Exhibitor trends included (photos left page): 

•	 Shapes: We noticed a move toward more angular, geometric shapes,  
which give a modern look and are conducive to illumination.

•	 Colors: White with bold color accents still rules the day. Colors can be  
printed directly on your panels, but with a white booth you can change the 
color of your LED lights quickly and easily change the color of your booth. 
Check out the display which was accented in green one day at the show  
as a tribute to St. Patrick’s Day and blue the next! (lower right photo)

•	 Materials: Wood is a great way to warm up your space, or you can  
go with faux concrete or other exciting new laminates for a more  
contemporary feel. 

When you are looking to stand out at your next show, call us to help you 
brainstorm at: 847-229-9800. With our custom design capabilities, we  
can help you find a unique way to give your booth the look you need to  
generate traffic.
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TREND 9: Think outside the counter [box]

Counters in 2014 have taken on a whole new look!

Just a few years ago, counters were merely serviceable, a place to fill out  
a drawing form, grab a brochure, find some extra storage, or sit for a chat.  
Because we want to use every part of the booth to further the messaging, many  
exhibitors are now finding ways to design a counter that is unique to their brand.

What to look for in a counter:

•	 It starts with great design 
- Fit it: the look and feel should match the style of your booth by using the 		
	 same or complementary materials. 
- Brand it: whether you use strictly your brand color palette or the  
	 trademark itself, design the counter to work seamlessly with the other  
	 elements of your booth. 
- Shape it: choose from one of the many options available, or if you have 		
	 the budget you can have your counter custom built. (lower left photo) 
- Light it: from color lit edges to accent lighting, to pierce-cut illuminated 		
	 logos or rear-illuminated SEG graphics, lighting makes your counter  
	 stand out. (left side photos)

•	 It allows work to be done 
- Storage: make sure there is enough storage space. Do you need  
	 cabinets or drawers? Locked storage? 
- Surface: select the right surface area to match your needs. 
- Lighting: don’t forget to ensure adequate lighting, especially if you plan  
	 on using it for a workspace.

•	 It meets your needs 
- Purpose: whether you require a counter that’s portable and stylish,  
	 or highly customized and unique, or all of the above, make a list of  
	 requirements and design to fit them.
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TREND 10: Fun finds

New and exciting products in the marketplace.

Being a distributor allows us to keep up with trends, be innovative, and bring 
our customers the best new products in the marketplace. When we see  
amazing new products, we just can’t wait to share them with you to help  
you stay on the cutting edge with your booth designs. 

For needs both big and small, here are a couple innovative finds from  
Exhibitor 2014:

•	 BIG impact: Wind-supported structures that can be as BIG as your booth  
allows, while providing low freight costs since the structure is made of air!  
(left photo)

•	 Think small: A unique little bannerstand that is height-adjustable to be  
positioned vertically or turned horizontally to create a tabletop display  
or it can be tilted for dramatic impact. (right photo) 

There are unlimited fun opportunities to make your booth design unique,  
and we’ve got our eyes out to find the most exciting new products that will  
support your goals: gonichols.com



We are always looking for more ways to make your tradeshow experience  
dynamic and worry free. We hope you enjoyed the new trends from  
Exhibitor 2014. In addition to finding great trends at Exhibitor 2014, we also 
strengthened relationships and made new contacts that will enable us to serve 
you even better.  

We’re ready to help you incorporate any or all of these trends into your own  
exhibit. Give us a call at 847-229-9800 and we’ll help you make your vision  
for your next tradeshow booth a reality.

With you every step of the way,

Team Nichols

685 Chaddick Drive  |  Wheeling, IL  60090  |  847.229.9800  |  gonichols.com
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